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DETAILED ACTION 

In the response filed 12/28/07, the Applicant has elected Claims 1-26, 31- 
56, and 61-73 for further prosecution and canceled claims 27-30 and 57-60. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-26, 31-56, and 61-73 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly 
claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Independent claim 1 recites the steps for initializing user interface 
software for controlling an audio conference device. The claim further recites that 
the steps occurs "in no particular order". This renders the claim vague and 
indefinite since the scope of the claim is not defined. Apparently, the change in 
the order of the steps will change the scope of the claim and cause a serious lack 
of antecedent basis problem. 

For example, if "using the set up program to electronically map the inputs 
and outputs to input and output ports on the audio conference device" occurs 
before "selecting at least one audio input from the set up program" and "selecting 
at least one audio output from the set up program", the limitation "the inputs and 
outputs" will be lack of antecedent basis. In addition, this order will render the 
claim indefinite since without user's selection of input and output, it is undefined 
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which input and output the set up program will map to the ports. Even assuming 
arguendo that the set up program knows which input and output to map to the 
ports, then the purposes of steps "selecting at least one audio input from the set 
up program" and "selecting at least one audio output from the set up program" 
are uncertain since if the set up program automatically knows which input and 
output to map, input or output selections will be useless. 

In conclusion, while particular order of the steps is essential to define the 
scope of the claim, the cited "no particular order" renders the claim vague and 
indefinite. 

In order for the Examiner to be able to reasonably appraise the scope of 
the claim to conduct the search and apply art rejection, the steps in the claim 
have to be in a defined particular order. 

Claims 2-13 depend on claim 1 and are rejected for similar rationale. 

Claims 14-26, 31-56, and 61-73 are rejected for similar rationale applied to 
claims 1-13. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Kieu D. Vu. The examiner can normally be 
reached on Mon - Thu from 7:00AM to 3:00PM at 571-272-4057. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Dennis Chow, can be reached at 571-272-7767. 
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The fax phone numbers for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned are as follows: 
571-273-8300 
and / or: 

571-273-4057 (use this FAX #, only after approval by Examiner, for 
"INFORMAL" or "DRAFT" communication. Examiners may request that a formal 
paper / amendment be faxed directly to them on occasions). 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 



/Kieu D Vu/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2173 



